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Congratulations!
Dear friend, 

We want to congratulate you 
with making the most important 
decision in your life!  
You have opened up your heart 
for Jesus and have received 
eternal life through Him. Because 
of this choice you may know for 
sure that you are a child of God. 
Opening our heart for Jesus is the 
first step in developing a personal 
relationship with God.

In this booklet we want to help 
you and encourage you to take 
further steps and to grow further 
in your relationship with God. 
You are loved by God and He 
is interested and wants to be 
involved in all the details of your 
life! It is our prayer that you 
may experience great joy and 
abundant life in knowing God and 
that you may grow further in your 
relationship with Him.



1. Gods desire for you
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, He 

created all the animals and as crown on His creation He created 
humans.  
You are the crown on Gods creation and you are created into His own 
image! You are wonderfully made and God has created you for a 
special purpose.

In the beginning God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden 
of Eden, this means that Adam and Eve had a deep and personal 
relationship with God. God created humans to have this personal 
relationship with Him. In every human heart there is a desire and a 
need to get to know their Creator.

However, this personal relationship between God and humanity 
has been damaged and broken after the fall of Adam and Eve. The 
devil tempted Adam and Eve to eat from the tree that God had 
forbidden them to eat from. Adam and Eve fell into this temptation 
and ate from this tree of the knowledge of good and evil. After they 
did this the relationship between God and them was damaged 
and broken. This was very painful in the heart of God and He cried 
out from the deepest parts of His heart to Adam and Eve “where are 
you?”. 

All of a sudden Adam and Eve felt shame, fear and guilt and also 
dead and sickness entered into their lives. Today we still experience 
the results of this fall of Adam and Eve. All around the world people 
have feelings of shame, fear and guilt. And everywhere people 
experience suffering, sickness and dead. 
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However, immediately after the fall in Genesis 3:15 God already 
gives a promise of a Redeemer who would come to bring 
redemption and restoration to humanity. Jesus Christ came and 
became a human being just like us to restore everything that had 
been lost after the fall by Adam and Eve. It is Gods desire for you 
to have a personal relationship with Him, you were created for this 
purpose. The good news is that Jesus came to bring us back to 
this close relationship with God just like Adam and Eve had in the 
garden of Eden!

2. The Good News of the Gospel
What Jesus has done for us has been called the gospel and this 

means “good news”. 
In the Bible we can read that the apostle Paul says that he is not 
ashamed of the good news of Jesus Christ because it is the power 
of God for salvation. In the Greek language the word “salvation” 
means “soteria”, this is a special word with different meanings. It 
does not only mean salvation but it also means deliverance from our 
enemies and health and wholeness!

The devil is the enemy of mankind and he can attack us in many 
ways. The Bible says that Jesus has conquered the devil by his 
sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection from the death. As 
children of God we can share in the victory of Jesus. Therefore, we 
can receive deliverance from every evil spirit and every attack of 
the enemy in the Name of Jesus.

The word salvation also means health and wholeness. Healing 
and wholeness is also a part of the gospel. Jesus wants to bring us 
physical healing and also inner healing in our heart from pains and 
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things that happened in our lives. The gospel of Jesus is truly good 
news for all the areas of our life!

Above all the good news is that our relationship with God can be 
fully restored through Jesus. 
Jesus is able to forgive us all of our sins and He gives us His own 
righteousness. During His life on earth Jesus was completely 
without sin and was perfectly obedient to the will of God. During 
His life on earth Jesus was completely righteous in the eyes of God. 
On the cross Jesus took upon Himself all our sins and through His 
resurrection He gave us His own righteousness. What an amazing 
exchange!

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (1 Cor. 5:21)

Because we are made righteous by Jesus we can now freely come 
into the presence of God again!

“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 
Hebrews 4:16
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3. Growing in our relationship with God through prayer
An important way to grow in our relationship with God is 

through prayer. Prayer is relationship with God and it is one of the 
most important things we can do in live. God gave us the privilege 
to pray and through prayer God wants to give His blessings and His 
grace to us. Jesus also took special times to be alone and to pray to 
His Father in heaven. Also for us it is important to set time apart to 
pray, God will see us and reward us for this. 

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you.” Matthew 6:6

In our prayers we can bring our needs and questions before God 
and He will hear us and help us. However, prayer is not a one way 
communication, it is not only speaking but also listening to Him. 
Through prayer God can speak to us through His Holy Spirit. In the 
Bible, believers are compared to sheeps who listen to the voice of 
their Shepherd.

When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow Him because they know his voice. John.10:4

A special thing about sheeps is that they have a very good ability to 
hear the voice of their shepherd. You can’t fool a sheep by trying to 
imitate their shepherd, the sheeps will clearly distinguish the voice 
of the real shepherd from other voices! It is our prayer that you may 
distinguish the voice of God above all other voices in your life.
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There are different types of prayer and different things we can pray 
for. If you want to grow further in prayer it is helpful to look at the 
Lords prayer in Matthew 6:9-13.

9“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

This prayer shows us that it is good to praise and exalt the name of 
God through our prayers and to thank Him for all that He has done. 
We also see that we may pray that His Kingdom will come and that 
His will shall be done on earth. We can pray for people to come to 
faith, to be delivered from evil, to be healed, to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit so that Gods Kingdom will grow on earth. 
God also wants us to pray for our daily needs, like a Father, God is 
interested to hear from us what is on our minds and He wants to 
provide for all our daily needs.  
Furthermore, we read that it is important to also pray for 
forgiveness and that God wants us to forgive others. It is important 
to know that we are completely forgiven through the sacrifice of 
Christ. However, just like every other relationship it is important 
to ask forgiveness if we made mistakes or did things that hurt 
the other person. Through the sacrifice of Christ our relationship 
with God is secured and we will always receive forgiveness. 
God also wants us to forgive others, forgiving other people will 
greatly benefit your own live. When you forgive others you will be 
delivered from anger and pain in your own heart. Finally, in this 
prayer we also see the importance to pray that we will not be led 
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into temptation and that we will be delivered from the evil one. It 
is important to know that there is a spiritual battle and that the 
devil wants to stop us from following Jesus. We can always pray for 
protection and we can also do intercession for other people.  
We pray that you will grow further in your relationship with God 
through prayer and that you will find great joy when you see 
answers to your prayers!

“Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” John.16:24

4. How do I read the Bible?
The Bible is unique because it is the mostly read book 

throughout the world and because it has changed countless lives. 
Every year the Bible is the best-selling book in the world. The Bible 
has brought new life, new faith, new hope and new convictions to 
countless people. 
The Bible is written by many different authors, but all of the books 
of the Bible are inspired by God Himself. God has inspired the 
authors of the different books through His Holy Spirit. The Bible is 
God’s Love Letter to us. By reading the Bible we can get a deeper 
understanding of His character and His love for us. Reading the 
Bible is like spiritual food for our soul. Just like we need food for 
our physical body, the Bible gives us food for our spiritual life.

The Bible is not a normal book, the Bible is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, God will speak to you when you read the Bible. The Bible is 
the living Word of God, it is able to change and transform our live. 
The Word of God is like bread, giving live to our soul and nourishing 
our deepest inner hunger. 

“Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4
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A good way to start reading the Bible is by starting with the gospels, 
the gospel of John is a very good book to start with. We want to 
encourage you to start reading the Bible with an open heart. It is 
always important to first pray and ask God to speak to you when 
you read His Word. You will experience that reading the Bible will 
strengthen you and will change your heart and your life. You will 
experience that the Bible is the living Word of God!

5. Do I need to get baptized?
An important next step to take after you have come to faith 

is getting baptized in water. In the Bible we read that people were 
baptized after they came to faith in Jesus Christ.

“Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38

In Greek the word for baptism means to be fully immersed under 
water. By getting baptized you make a public declaration that you 
have decided to follow God. The baptism is an important step for 
your further spiritual growth. Through baptism you lay down your 
old live in the water and are raised to a new life with Jesus Christ. 
The immersion under water through water baptism symbolizes 
the washing away of all our sins. The baptism also symbolizes our 
deliverance from the power of the devil. Just like the people of 
Israel were delivered from the Pharaoh of Egypt when they went 
through the Red Sea we are delivered from the power of the devil. 
Just like the people of Israel no longer were slaves of the Pharaoh 
of Egypt we are no longer slaves of the devil anymore. Jesus has 
delivered us so that we no longer have to be slaves of fear, guilt, sin 
and addictions.
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During His life on earth Jesus was also baptized, in the gospel of 
Matthew we can read that Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. 

16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him.  
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16,17 NIV

When you clearly understand the meaning of baptism and want 
to follow Jesus with all your heart you are ready to get baptized. 
We want to encourage you to follow Jesus and take this next step 
of getting baptized. The water baptism is a wonderful gift which 
symbolizes the new life you have received in Christ and will be a 
blessing for your further spiritual growth.

6. The Holy Spirit our Helper
The Holy Spirit is given to you to help you grow in your 

relationship with God. It is important to know that the Holy Spirit is 
the Third Person of the Godhead who comes to live in you to guide 
your live. The Holy Spirit is able to speak to us and guide us. The 
Holy Spirit is called our Helper. 

The Holy Spirit convinces us that we have become children of 
God. Because of Jesus we are now loved and accepted by God the 
Father. The Holy Spirit wants us to grow further in our identity as 
sons and daughters who are loved by God.

15“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again of 
fear, but you received the spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, 
Father.”  16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.” Romans 8:15,16, NIV
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The Holy Spirit helps us in prayer and in reading the Bible. The Holy 
Spirit will also change your character and let His fruits grow in you. 
In the next Bible verse you can read about the fruits that the Holy 
Spirit wants to let grow in your life.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22 NIV

The Holy Spirit will change your life and character so that people 
will recognize the image of Jesus in you. Jesus is our sculptor who 
forms His image in us through the work and help of the Holy Spirit.

Besides the fruits the Holy Spirit also gives us gifts and talents. The 
gifts of the Holy Spirit are supernatural gifts which help us to serve 
in the Kingdom of God and be a blessing to others. It is a wonderful 
thing to be filled with the Holy Spirit and experience His presence and 
guidance in your life. You can also be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
we want to encourage you to ask people to pray for you to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Also in your own personal relationship with God 
it is good to pray that you may be filled and guided by the Holy Spirit.  
When the Holy Spirit fills your life, your heart will be filled with the 
love of God. When your heart is filled with the love of God you will 
receive a growing love towards God and people around you!

“because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he has given to us.” Romans 5:5, NIV

We pray that you may be filled with the Holy Spirit so that you may 
deeply experience the new life and the presence of God in your life!
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7. What about the church?
Another important step for you to take is to find a good and 

healthy church where you feel at home. When you come to faith in 
Jesus you become part of the family of God on earth. In your own 
country and throughout the world you will find brothers and sisters 
who also believe in Jesus. There are more than 2 billion Christians 
around the world, this is around 1/3 of the world population.  
It is wonderful to become part of the family of God and to meet 
Christians in your own country and throughout the world. It is very 
important for your growth in your relationship with God to have 
fellowship and friendship with other Christians. Your brothers 
and sisters can also help you and pray for you when you are going 
through difficult times.

When you are going to look for a church it is important to look 
if they follow the Bible. The Bible needs to have a central place 
within every church. Another thing to look at is if you can see and 
experience the love of Jesus in the people and the leaders of the 
church. A good way to discover this is to see if you can recognize 
the fruits of the Spirit in the church. The fruits of the Spirit are; love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.  
Finally, it is important that you feel at home in a church and that 
you feel that God wants you to be part of this church. In the church 
you can grow further in your relationship with God and have 
fellowship and friendship with other brothers and sisters. In the 
church you can also discover your talents and gifts and you can 
grow further in serving God.

— eleven —



It is very important to find a good church because we need each 
other as Christians. Just like coals need each other to keep the 
fire going we as Christians need each other to maintain our 
relationship with God. When you take one coal out of a fire it will 
soon cool down, therefore it is important for us to find a good 
church and to have fellowship with other brothers and sisters. 
God has a great plan for your life and He wants you to be part of His 
family on earth which is the church. May God bless you and direct 
you in finding a good church where you can feel at home and serve 
Him with the talents and gifts that God has given you!
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Final word
Dear friend, 

Thank you so much for reading this booklet. We are very grateful that 
you have decided to follow Jesus! In 2007 I personally also made this 
decision to follow Jesus. This decision has changed my life and has 
been the best decision I have ever made. I pray that this will also be 
the best decision you have ever made and that you will be blessed in 
your new relationship with God. 
At the end of this booklet we want to close off with a personal prayer 
for you as you are standing at the beginning of your new journey and 
life with God.

Dear friend, 
We pray that you will be blessed in your new relationship with God and 
that you will experience that you are loved and accepted by God. 
We pray that you will be filled with the Holy Spirit and that He will help 
you to grow further in your relationship with God.  
We pray that the fruits of the Spirit will grow in your life so that people 
may recognize and see Jesus in you.  
We pray that God will direct you to a good and healthy church where 
you will feel at home and where you will find new friends.  
We pray that God will give you gifts and talents that you can use to serve 
Him in His Kingdom. 
We pray that God will guide you and make you prosper on all your ways.  
We pray that God will use you to be a great blessing to other people. 
We pray all of this in Jesus Name. 
 
Amen! 
God Bless you, 
Willem Biesheuvel & team Hope 4 Nations
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About Hope 4 Nations
The foundation Hope 4 Nations has been established in 2015. 

Hope 4 Nations wants to bring the hopeful message of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to the Netherlands and other countries throughout 
the world. Besides bringing hope through the gospel we also want 
to bring practical hope for those who are in need of help and are in 
a vulnerable situation.

We want to realize this vision through:
• Evangelism campaigns and gospel services
• Teaching and training in churches, Bible schools and Theological 

Seminaries.

Contact us
We would love to hear from you when you have questions 

or when you have testimonies of what God has done. Always feel 
free to contact us through the contact details on the back of this 
booklet.
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